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Expert assails indiscriminate use

Farmer trap- quns
prove deadly

By Chandini Wickremasinghe compensated as mjury can
| lead 10 soeld econbmic prob-
bhm'mtu for uﬁ iﬁ;ls due 0 permanent disabi-
legislition. to prevent r
indiscriminate use 6f trap The trap guns used by far-
guns by farmers has been mers to Protect their land
raised by & medieal expert.  4gainst wild animals hive
: been respnsible for injuring
Dr, Gamini Goonatilake 0f 2 large number of fellow far-
the Sri Larka Wedreal A%ucia: mers,
tion who has made this reedm- - Most of the victims in the
mendation. after carrying out study, were betwesn the ages
@ study on patienis admitted of 20 — 30 and the common-
to the Bise Hospital, Polonna- est site of injury was the
ruwé with trap gun ‘injuries lower limb, Most Of these pati-
and the surgical problems in- ents hag difficulty in reaching
vilved in their .. hospital as the injuries occur-
Dr, Goonetilake hos  alsd od in remote 4ress with few
said proposeq the improve: megieal facilities,
ment of dmbulances servieesin  Some df the pitients were
the petiphery to ensure fhe in 4 stite of shock af admis
rapid transfer of the injured sion due t loss of blood, In
to hospital. The vietims, he 3 few cases, the injuries have
his sdid should be adequétely préven fatal
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Labour of care by
jungle surgeon

By Michelle Henricus

Not many Sri Lankan
doctors can claim a re-
cord of treating 527 vic-
tims of war in the North-
East in a deserted hospital
with a meagre staff of 12.

Dr. Gamni  Goonetil-
leke, Consultant surgeon
of the Gampaha hospital
told the Sunday Times of
his six-and-a-half years of
service treating injured
security personnel and
civilians at the Polonnar-
uwa hospital,

He said he had to work
with a small staff

“There was one
anaesthetist, two house
officers and one nurse.
And thisis the only hospi-
tal in the entire district.

D520 gbas Bw.

soldiers and civilians
bmughl there were most-
ly in a bad condition.

“There was no proper
equipment, no ambulan-
ces and none of these in-
jured personnel was ac-
companied by a nurse or a
paramedic”, he sad.

“Most of them were
brought in lorries or trac-
tors while some were car-

nedmhaimoplets, he

Dr Gmneh'llcke said
that most injuries were in
the limbs, abdomen, face
or chest of the victims
while about 11 per cent
suffered head injuries.
Four of the victims
needed to have their limbs
amputated and one of
them died because of
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JOC chief
says ‘thank
youw’

opeéra‘iong eommlml

Joing

chief General Cyril Ranatunga

vigited  fhe Pélnnnw
Giovernment Hospital on Wed-
nesday to thank thé doc’ors
nurses and ofther members - of
the staff for thé ser-
vice they have dolle fo
meémbers of the security forces
and pilice during the past..

General Ranjtunga  handéd
over memento tp Palon-
naruwa ' DMO, Dr. B. S, F.
Samarahiyake, I acknowledge
menit:t ;if the services of ge
Ga.mini Gunatilake ang other
mdmbers of th _ and,
nursine staff anﬂ' othér per-
sonnell who have belped save

the lives of hubdréds of
injured security farce. police
personnel.

Among theé ﬁtﬂlew part.ici-
pants of Weédnesdays ceremolty
were co-ordingting officér for
Pblonmruwa Lt, Col. Neradj
Wickremaratne,, ‘Brl,q'adier G.
H. Silva, Lt, Col. B. Ksalu-
pabana, Major Suraweerz and
Major Balthezar. — (110)

e@duts Rt Ble® aswnd eB8ae.
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authonnes and health ﬁdxﬂmsummi
to give serious thnughts ’ta what ha-
_has said

.Pchtlca] pﬁaﬂues take j:recedence':

over the national requirements and
this adds further chaus to the S}fb-
tem.'

"'l'ha main reason fﬂ!‘ this state of
affairs is the lack of political will to
improve the State health sector.
Overall health is given low priority.
The rich have most of their surgical
needs met by private hospitals in Sri
Lanka and abroad. I am reliably
informed that these private hospitals
are also patronized by politicians
and bureaucrats whose bills are paid
out of public funds."

"1t is sad that these persons shun
their local hospitals and seek treat-
ment in bigger institutions in the
city. Only rarely do they make use
of the state health service or the
local hospitals. Therefore, there is
very little concern or interest in
these hospitals."

he further says: “lmprovement of

the health system is not even an
issue brought up by any party at
election time. Thus it remains
neglected.”

These remarks need no comment.
There is an urgent need to improve
the state health system. More inputs

" are necessary. The percentage of the

GDP spent on health is less than that
in many countries in the region.
The ongoing war places many
demands on the health system and
the state hospitals. In times of battle,

the state haspitals get flooded with |

casualties. The same goes for emer-

genmes like bomb blasts. All these

are not accounted for in budgeting
and in supplying adequate infras-
tructure. Demographic changes like
the increase in the aged population
also place additional burdens on the

health care system, There is an acute-

shortage of medical and para-r
cal personnel, drugsmd emergen

care equipment in many haspitais o

The bureaucracy in the Health
department has misle
authorities on many an occasion.
Thcy havc been resspensxblc for the

RS ) )
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THE OTTAWATREATY TO
BAN LANDMINES.
$UR GOVERNMENT SIGN?

It ranks among the crucllest inventions

of all time.

The landmine. A device that not only
terrorizes communities. but kills or maims
over two thousand men, women and children
CVEM 1i1'lgtl‘ ﬂ’li'lﬂlhl.

But the pain and suffering of these victinis
and their familics has not gone wnheeded.

The Intemational Committee of the Red
Croas. along with many other organizations,
has been \1.(_1:{."1!; |ir¢1culp { {+] l}f‘iﬂg abaut
an end 1o the eamage. These cfforts are now
beginning to bear fruit.

At the United Nations General Assembh
last year 155 countrics gave their support
10 a total ban on anti-personnel mines,

In Osle an mrernational treary was

dravwn up calling for a complete ban

o t]l—ﬁ"!l: WA

And this December the Camadian
Government is imviting all the countries of
the world o Ouawa o sign this reaty
banming the production. wse, export and
stockpiling of anti-personnel mines.

Millions of landmines have been laid. All

we ask is for 192 pens o be picked up.

IBTTRRANORAL COMASITTEIE OF Tl RED CROSS DR

LANDMINES MUST BE STOPPED
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ETUS WORK TOGETHER T0 BAN MES
IN SRI LANKA
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Trauma control program essential

- Dr, Goonetilleke
By ANANDA KANNANGARA
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Improving management and preventlon of trauma
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